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Windows of Opportunity Grant Program, which rewards North Carolina
teachers and schools for their creativity and their dedication to
perpetuating the natural beauty of the state through creative education

projects.
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The project that is being funded is a stream study and analysis of the Jacob
Fork River in South Mountains State Park. The project will be an ongoing
longitudinal study over many years. We will collect a variety of data relevant
to the stream study. Different class groups, led by classroom teachers at
the school, will be responsible for each part of the study. Tim Johnson, a
park ranger at South Mountains State Park, will serve as an advisor and

acc

instructor for our project.

We will gather data about the stream three times each year. (fall, winter,
and spring) A series of digital pictures will be taken at the same designated
sites and an accurate scale drawing of the same 20-30 meter section of the
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plants, and other physical features for comparison over a period of years will
be made.

An annual report will be prepared of the data using graphs, charts, pictures,
and drawings with comparisons to previous years. The original copy of the
report will be kept by South Mountains State Park and used for short term

and lona ranae plannina by park officials
ana long range planning by park otticlals.

The annual Windows of Opportunity Program, developed and administered by
NC Beautiful has awarded tens of thousands of dollars to schools all across
North Carolina, from the mountains to the coast. “By rewarding these
teachers for their innovation and hard work, we can ensure that our children
and grandchildren are participating in a project that sparks a lifelong
interest in nature.” says Steve Vacendak, Executive Director of NC Beautiful.
“They will appreciate this beautiful state even more for having had a teacher
who went above and beyond to give them a hands-on, real world experience.
We are proud to be a small part of that discovery.”
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Did You Know...

Twenty inches of
snow equals one inch
of water?

There are more
pets in Japan than
children?

More than 60,000
people are flying
over the United
States in airplanes
right now?

“Snirt” is slang for
snow combined with
dirt?
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

From the Development Office:

Thanks for a great year of giving! We added over $30,000 to the annual fund, received donations
to the MDS Endowment at the Morganton Community Foundation, received our first alumni gifts,
and added over $75,000 to the general operating budget with our successful auction.

We're in the process of updating our playground and several generous donors are in the process of
getting the Armory ready for occupancy. Year end giving receipts will be mailed mid-January.

Thanks for your support of all the programs at MDS from the annual fund, to the auction, to the
Teacher Wish List program and class trip fundraisers. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

Happy New Year!

BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB

Books have been purchased for students enrolled in the Birthday Book Club who have birthdays
during the first part of the school year. (July-January) A book plate, with your child"s name and
birthdate, has been placed inside the front cover. A certificate also accompanies the book that
students may keep. Teachers will share these books with students and their classmates before
placing them in the library. Please look for the certificates to come home soon. Students who have
February-June birthdays will receive their books in the spring.

Inclement Weather

In the event of inclement weather, the Head of School
will determine whether or not to hold classes that day.
Two options are possible: (1) closing school for the day
or (2) a two-hour delay to the start of school. The
Head of School will call in a decision by 6:45 AM to the
following TV and radio stations and will email families
and staff. A recorded message will also be on the
school answering machine.

Radio Station: 92.1
TV Stations:  WBT, WSOC, WCNC

If school is on a two hour delay and conditions don't improve or worsen, school will be cancelled for
the day and appropriate information will be put out to the media outlets listed above.

I bad weather occurs during the school day, announcements will be made through the media outlets
and a phone tree calling to parents may be initiated through the classroom parents.

There are three work days/holidays in the school calendar that will be used to make up days missed
due to inclement weather. These days are: February 18, March 21, and April 21.







