
A year has passed since MDS 

faced some very difficult finan-

cial issues and we found our-

selves in need of your help. You 

answered with a successful 

Destiny campaign allowing us to 

continue offering superior edu-

cation to our students. Moving 

forward we budgeted prudently 

and conservatively for the 2009

-10 school year: salary freeze, 

cuts in most cost centers, and 

minimum tuition increase.   

A year later and over half-way 

through the year, MDS is having 

a successful year both finan-

cially and academically. Our re-

enrollment rate is higher than 

years past, a sign of parent 

satisfaction, and we have the 

highest enrollment we have had 

in several years. There is the 

joyful noise of inquiry learning 

among students and teachers 

daily in the halls. Annual giving 

for this year was also above 

average compared to recent 

years with parents, grandpar-

ents, and friends continuing to 

demonstrate a belief in the IB 

program and inquiry learning.  

Even in economic uncertainty, 

MDS continues due to its sup-

portive constituents and unique 

mission and philosophy of edu-

cating children since 1978. 

Certainly, financial challenges 

remain as economic recovery 

takes time and measured pa-

tience. The balanced budget 

does not allow us to return to 

earlier salary ranges for our ex-

pert staff and tuition assistance 

has been reduced.  We have 

raised tuition for next year but 

continue to have lower tuition 

than area independent schools.  

It is our goal to maintain opera-

tions within our current income 

(tuition and philanthropic giving) 

and slowly move in the right di-

rection for program growth.  

More than ever, I want to express 

my gratitude for your generous 

support as it translates into su-

perior academics and well-

trained teachers. 

As we look forward to 2010-

2011, we are excitedly working 

on the addition of a Junior     

Kindergarten (4-year old) class.  

Thanks to supportive parents 

and donors, this program may be 

a reality in August 2010.  In or-

der to make this happen, the 

visual arts program will be relo-

cated to the Armory to make 

room for 

the JK 

students.  

Philan-

thropic 

support 

and JK 

tuition 

dollars will 

allow us to renovate a portion of 

the armory for the art room.  I am 

proud to be a part of this vision 

as it comes to fruition.   

MDS, with our International Bac-

calaureate program, strives to 

develop students intellect and 

character, in a way that is engag-

ing, interesting, and exciting.  

Together our teachers and stu-

dents bring learning to life.   We 

are proud to say that our teach-

ers make a world of difference 

and I am honored to lead this 

team of educators who love to 

teach.  After all, teachers who 

love to teach create kids who 

love to learn! 

I look forward to 2010-2011 and 

all the possibilities that await us, 

                     Mrs. Mikusa 

A Message From the Head of School 

IB Re-Evaluation 

In July of 2007, Morganton Day 

School earned the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) authorization 

to provide the Primary Years   

Programme (PYP). This October  

IB officials will return to campus 

to evaluate the implementation of 

the program.  Site visitors will 

talk with students, teachers, par-

ents, and board members as well 

as observe in classrooms during a 

two day visit.   

In preparation for the visit,  

teachers have participated in a 

comprehensive self-study in or-

der to identify areas of strength 

as well as areas for growth.  The 

reflective process has provided 

valuable information for the 

school and will guide the 

evaluation team as they as-

sist MDS in continuing to de-

velop and maintain a dynamic 

program.  
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2nd Grade student, 

Caleigh Potocki, delivers 

books to students in need 

 

Ms. Taber directs the Lower School                                                  

in the holiday program 

Mary Margaret        

Collett studies 

water tension 

Middle School attends a conference  hosted by Greg      

Mortenson after reading his novel, Three Cups of Tea 

Middle School students     

study DNA  

3rd Grade attends a Revolutionary 

war re-enactment 

Kinder, Emma Behlke, enjoys a tactile 

writing experience 


